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assimilate ancient Illyria, the whole eastern shore of the
Adriatic.

The Frankists in 1919, with their pockets empty,
shorn of power and position, were allotted a new and
ultimately lucrative task. They must foment ill-feeling
between the Serbs and the Croats, bring about an armed
rising and achieve the disintegration of Jugoslavia. The
theory was that the new kingdom of Serbs, Croats and
Slovenes was not a homogeneous entity but a conflict
of hostile races, religions and interests. It would task
the genius of a Bismarck to unify it. Italy was confident
that it could not hold together. Hungary was en-
couraged by Italy. Austria, perplexed by her own
problems, was less interested, but those personages who
hoped for a restoration of the Habsburg dynasty worked
secretly in co-operation with Italy and Hungary, The
Frankists were well posted both at Vienna and Budapest,
But they were impoverished after the war. They were
short of funds and could do little unless financial support
from Italy were forthcoming.

That Italy was willing to go to some expense was
proved by the encouragement she gave to the partisans
of the Montenegrin monarchy. Hundreds of Mon-
tenegrin monarchists had been afforded shelter in
Italy, placed in camp, armed and drilled with the object
of using them for an attack upon Jugoslavia via Albania.
That little army of rebels had been demobilized and
dispersed before Mussolini came to power, but the
Italian attitude was not improved after the Fascist march
to Rome. The Italian answer to the formation of the
Little Entente was a project for the establishment of a
central European Catholic state comprising Austria,
Bavaria, Hungary and Croatia. It became increasingly
urgent to detach Croatia from Jugoslavia. Why not
recruit an army of rebellious Croats, similar to that of
the insurgent Montenegrins? The assassination of
Raditch and the establishment of the Serb dictatorship
were highly favourable circumstances. The Croats had